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Dear friends, 
During Summer Mission week, one of the songs we used with the children was “The wise man built his 
house upon the rock”, hearing the wisdom of building on the rock so that when the rains and floods came, 
the house would not be destroyed unlike the house built on the sand which was swept away.  It‟s one of 
these songs which, whilst a children‟s song, is profoundly true and possibly even prophetic. 
The house of God which is built on the Word of the one True God is indeed built on rock which will 
withstand the storms, rains and floods of a changing world because it can change to the culture trends 
without losing the one thing which makes it different: the Word of the one True God.  However, what we see 
in church now comes from years and years of inactivity to build on the Word of God.  Maybe it‟s been 
complacency: God‟s is always with us, we don‟t need to do anything more but then all you have to do is 
look at the complacency of the Old Testament Israelites to see that complacency doesn‟t develop a 
relationship with God.  Maybe it‟s because we‟ve been thinking “clubhouse” instead of House of God and all 
we need is more members and more attractive events and things to do to attract more members. 
But here‟s the reality; the Church of Scotland is struggling – it is in decline – a reality that we have closed 
ours eyes to for decades.  I could quote statistics but I don‟t think there is any point – all you have to do on 
a Sunday morning is look around you in the church, or maybe look at the list of vacant charges on the 
Church of Scotland website.   
There aren‟t enough ministers and that number will fall rapidly over the next 5 to 10 years.  The answer is 
not “to get more ministers” because they‟re NOT there.  The number of members is declining rapidly and 
has been for years but society has changed and the focus of the Sunday morning worship is on its last legs. 
The General Assembly in May this year threw out a strategic plan for growth on the basis that it was looking 
over the next 10 years.  Instead there was a call and agreement that next year the General Assembly would 
see something looking at the next 3 years.  There was talk of radical, creative, imaginative, robust, 
restructuring, fit for purpose: there was talk of radical and fundamental change of an institution which “aye 
does it this way”.  These are difficult and changing times for us. 
If you‟re picking up a sense of urgency, then you‟re getting the picture. However, if you think that we‟ve 
talked like this before and survived then, sorry, we won‟t survive because nobody did anything that last 
time.  The Church without Walls is a prime example talking about change, about being missional, about not 
focusing on building but people and we missed it.  WE HAVE NOT BEEN HERE BEFORE!! 
The decline I haven‟t mentioned yet is the financial one.  The national church doesn‟t have the financial 
resources to continue as we are.  We can‟t afford the buildings and we certainly can‟t afford to be 
sentimental about our buildings because they are being swept away now.  The call from the chairman of the 
General Trustees in May was for “well equipped spaces in the right places”.  Churches need to be multi-
functional, in use throughout the week – the whole building and not just the halls.  We need to lose 
buildings and look at Mission and not Heritage.  If you‟re still not convinced, have you read the Treasurers‟ 
reports, as 2 congregations linked together and looking at union – we are in massive difficulties, buildings, 
finance and people.  If you think that that‟s not so, then continue to do so and watch it all disappear.  I 
should also add that no Church of Scotland building is safe. 
For too many years, too many members have thought that the Church will “see them out” and that‟s added 
to the decline.  What would have happened if too many people of previous generations thought that?  What 
is it that we‟re leaving for our younger generations and why aren‟t they in church anyway? 
We need to change and we need to change now! 
I don‟t believe that God is finished with His people and that we will continue to worship God but how we do 
that, where we do that and what we do will be different.  It should have started years ago but we need to do 
that now. 
I believe that the house built on the Word of the One True God will survive, I believe that God is calling His 
people, you and I, to Him and to change – we are of a reformed and reforming tradition.  I believe that there 
is still a need for Church – but not as we know it. 
On the Saturday of Communion Sundays, the elders of both congregations meet in conference to look to 
the future, to look at being together and what that means.  The shared services are another way of getting 
everyone together and so is the importance of breaking bread together, being round the table, before, 
during or after a service. 
I believe that the ethos of Path of Renewal is right, looking at discipleship and mission, for our own spiritual 
growth and for reaching out to others. 
I believe that there will be a Church of Scotland in Stevenston – it‟ll look different and be different.  What I 
do know is that if we don‟t do anything, then we might as well stop now. 
Friends, these are not threats, this is the reality in which we live. If our focus is on God and what He would 
have us do, we have nothing to fear.  He is the One True God who led His people out of captivity to the 
promised land and He‟s still doing that.  It is difficult, sometimes the past does look better but let‟s follow 
God to see His promises. 
Every blessing to you all 
Dave – your pastor 



Well we did it! With the help of your prayers, God‟s 
guidance and Spirit, I have managed to get through the 
process leading to Readership in the Church of Scotland.  
Along the pathway as we travelled together there has 
been amazing experiences.  The process I feared became 
a joyful learning experience with a fairly steep curve.   

From 2015 I‟ve been a student at Aberdeen University studying Divinity through the 
distance learning programme.  That was an enjoyable time speaking with fellow students 
on line and embracing the learning process as part of the whole calling into the 
Readership.  
I had to attend many conferences in places around Scotland including Houston House 
Hotel.  I know, I know, but someone has to go there.  Mixing with, and meeting up with, 
other students on the road to Readership were a highlight for me and many lasting 
friendships were made.  I have attended two other colleagues „Setting Apart‟ services in 
Prestwick and Lennoxtown already and I wait to hear how the others are doing.  
I‟ve had the most enjoyable time learning on placement.  Firstly I attended St. Cuthbert‟s 
Parish Church on a discernment period of six months.  I was privileged to work with Rev. 
Arthur Sherratt, now sadly deceased, later with Rev. Scott Cameron at the High Kirk in 
Stevenston and just recently Rev. Dave Sutherland at Ardeer Livingstone link charge.   
All placements had their own challenges, but all the ministers I came into contact with 
showed me a great respect and let me find myself and my „style‟ in preaching and 
delivery. With the placements, the academic side of things and the conferences I have 
been steeped in learning and wonderful experiences following my calling by God to get 
involved in my Church.  I had my final Preaching Assessment on the 24th June in Ardeer 
Parish Church and I am pleased to report that things went very well and I passed, nae 
bother! 
It is not over though, only beginning.  Having travelled a roadway with you all for some 
time now, it‟s time for God to open the doors where He wants to place me next.  That is 
so important in any calling in the faith to be open to the leading of the Spirit.  I decided 
early on to let God do what God wants with me.  Despite my lack of confidence at times I 
am still very sure God is working through me.  I just pray that the fruit of that investment 
He has placed in me will be apparent as time goes on. 
You see it‟s all about the body.  St. Paul understood that we all need to support and 
encourage one another to keep unity in our churches; in our faith.  The way was 
illustrated for us in Acts when all the people of the „way‟ supported each other making 
sure all were provided for.  I feel that you all walked with me some of that road and some 
will still walk with me as time goes by into new things.  
If anyone is feeling a calling into ministry beyond the ministry that all Christians are called 
into, please come and speak with me.  I‟m open to hearing anyone who might want to 
follow me into Readership or any other ministry.  If you feel that stirring that won‟t let you 
go, that constantly calls, that gently touches your heart every day and if you are feeling 
like you are fighting off something, friends, you are being asked to step out in faith for our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  The road might seem long and daunting, but the minute you step on 
to it the way becomes lit with excitement, learning and experiences that at first might 
seem scary, but let me tell you it is exhilarating.  It is an awesome privilege to be used in 
any way by our Father God.  He is the one who opens and closes the doors as we walk 
in obedience.  I await to see what lies behind the next door He will open for me next.   
My Setting Apart service will be towards the end of September in West Kilbride Parish 
Church and I hope to see as many of you as can be there.   
Thank you once again for your support and prayers.  
Your friend and brother in Jesus. 
Brian 



 
General Funding 
   
Regular Offerings to end June 2018 total 
£16,726 representing a weekly average of £643, 
compared to £686 in 2017.  Should this weekly 
average continue for the remainder of the year 
we will achieve income from Offerings of 
£33,500 against the budgeted figure of £37,500.  

As reported previously, we already operate on a relatively low level of expenditure and 
are always seeking ways to keep our expenditure down, we do however need a minimum 
level of funding to operate as a self-sufficient congregation.      
 
The Gift Aid application covering the period July 2017 to March 2018 has now been 
submitted and should total £4,190, taking the total income for the 12 month period April 
2017 to March 2018 to £5,520.          
 
Major items of expenditure for the period January to end of June 2018 include £4,520 on 
energy, Salaries £2,160, Insurance £1,798 plus Path of Renewal £750.   
 
After a significant delay, the Standing Order for Ministries and Mission has finally 
commenced with a first payment of £2,950 made in June.  Monthly payments of £2,950 
will continue for the remainder of the year resulting in a total of £20,650 against the total 
Ministries and Mission allocation of £23,600.   
 
As indicated in my previous report, as a result of Grants received during 2015 in support 
of the building restoration work exceeding £300,000, we are required to pay £879 for 
water services for the year 2017/2018.  Arrangements were made to pay this by monthly 
standing order over a 10 month period.  However, recently we received a further invoice 
for £1,170 for the period 2018/2019 and the full payment for both years paid by a single 
direct debit payment.  Action has been taken to recover this payment, set up a monthly 
direct debit and seek exemption for 2018/2019 period as our income 
in the qualifying year was significantly less than the £300,000 trigger level.   
 
Our lower than anticipated income from offerings plus additional expenditure compared to 
that budgeted continues to cause concern.  
 
As previously indicated the vast majority of our income comes directly through members 
Offerings and wherever possible through Gift Aid recovery.  Your ongoing financial 
support is as ever very much appreciated, I would however ask that, if at all possible, you 
consider increasing your level of weekly or monthly Giving to help us achieve the income 
required to enable us to meet all our financial obligations.  From the above it is clear that 
Gift Aid recovered from your financial donations represents a significant portion of our 
overall income.  Without this money over the past years we would not have met all our 
financial obligations.  If you are a tax payer and as yet have not signed up for Gift Aid, 
please contact either myself or Margaret Montgomery for more information.             
 
 
Jim Dunwoodie (Treasurer) 



Thank you to all who attended our parent‟s night, our top table guests were 
Margret Craik, Dave Sutherland, Jean Robertson and Mr Johnstone, Head 
Teacher of Auchenharvie Academy.   

The winners this year were:- 
Best Boy  
Juniors - Lucas Waddell runner up Gary Dakin and Elliot Granger 

         Company - Alex Stewart runner up Robbie Neilson  
                   Best drill boy - Brodie Currie  
The endeavour award donated by the Wright family was won this year by Lucas Waddell.  
Well done to all the boys for their hard work throughout the year. 

SUMMER TRIPS 

We have been busy during the summer and thankfully everything was blessed with great 
weather.  

  
    Sleepover at Dunure            Camp at Eglinton Park 
 

In addition to the above Company boys are attending the wizard craft school, meeting 
some of the cast from the Harry Potter movies.  The senior boys are going to Fort William 
to experience a train ride on the Harry Potter steam train.  
Finally, and can I say we are very excited about this trip.  We have arranged a trip to 
Paris in October for 16 company boys to PGL Paris for 4 days. PGL stands for Parents 
Get Lost, just in case you are wondering.  On our trip to Paris we will be visiting the top of 
the Eiffel Tower, taking a boat cruise along the river Seine , visiting Notre Dame 
Cathedral and finally a day in Disneyland.(Think the officers are looking forward to that 
more). 
 
We also have a new Warrant Officer John Wilson well done John. 
 

 

 

 

 

ENROLMENT NIGHT FOR ALL BOYS 

Thursday 16
TH

 August 6.30 TO 7.30 p.m. in Ardeer Church Hall  

Boys will start on Thursday the 23rd (boys may still register on the first night) 

Anchors primary 2/3 6.15 -7.15 p.m. Juniors primary 4/6 7.00 - 8.15 p.m. 

Company p7/s5 8.00 -9.30 p.m. 

All groups meet at the above times during school term time. 



ANCHOR BOYS 

Some of the activities for this term:- Dinosaurs, healthy eating, keep fit, bible stories, 
potted sports, swing park, drawing competition, burns night. Anchor Party nights- PJs 
party, red nose night, Wild West night. Fees this year are £6 for the month. 

JUNIOR SECTION 

Some of the planned activities this year are Paris themed Sleepovers, Games night 
sleepover, Red nose night, healthy eating, keeping fit, bible stories, battalion 
competitions, football, we will be celebrating the end of World War 1, plus badge work 
and much more. 

COMPANY SECTION 

Fees are £8 per month, we are also running a tuck shop for company boys. 

Company boys are busy this year starting with sleepover with the Paris theme, also a 
sponsor sleepover games night.  The boys will also be taking part in a 6 week keep fit 
programme attending the gym and circuit training at St. Matthews Academy, Saltcoats. 
The boys will remember the loss of life during the 1st World War and celebrate the end of 
World War 1. Football friendly matches with other companies. Pool night, badge work and 
more, still to be finalised. 
We have three boys working on their presidents badge and three finishing their Queens 
badge and four working on theirs so senior boys will be busy. 
We are holding a charity football match at Ardeer Rec Stadium, 1

ST
Stevenston boys 

brigade officers and parents verses Ayrshire Sunday amateur football association. 10
th
 

August gates open 6pm kick off 7pm £3 entry.  
We have arranged a fashion show 19

th
 October. On the 27

th
 October we are holding 

coffee morning as our contribution to the “big BB brunch”.   Battalion would like all 
companies to hold a coffee morning at the same time. 

 

 

 

 
 

1
ST

 STEVENSTON GIRLS BRIGADE 
SESSION 2018-2019 

Girls Brigade will recommence on Tuesday 28
th

 August 2018 with a registration  
evening for girls in P1 through to S6.  Registration will take place in Ardeer Parish 

Church Hall from 6pm-7.30pm. 

 

Normal weekly session times from Tuesday 4
th

 September will be: 

 

Primary 1-3:  5.45pm-7pm 
Primary 4 – S6:  6.45pm-8.30pm 

  

 



The Get Together lunch has continued to be well supported & we hope it 
will continue to be well attended after the summer break.  The next Get 
Together lunch will be Wednesday 5

th
 September from 11.30-2pm as 

normal. 
 

In July we started a health walking group – Walk Together.  The walkers 
enjoyed a lovely sunny summer walk around the nature reserve near Stevenston beach, 
spotting lots of colourful flowers and butterflies, as well as great views out to sea.  The 
Walk Together meet on a weekly basis at 11am, and the walks will be approximately 30-
60 mins, with refreshments available afterwards, and of course everyone is welcome to 
attend the lunch Get Together when it is on too. 

Below are some photographs taken at the Walk Together. 

 

This is a quiet time for our members, the new season‟s 
programme is prepared and will begin on the 1st of 
October. 
 
Our guests will be a mix of old and new.  Old friends 
George and Michael will return to entertain us with music 
and laughter.  Another old friend Vivienne MacDonald 
will take us on a journey through Iran which promises to 

be one of her most surprising destinations yet.  One of our new guests  
Mr I Rae, a retired consulate worker, will be paying us a visit to talk 
about his life as a diplomat.   
 
We meet on Monday‟s at 7.00 p.m. if you want to drop by and see a 
particular guest speaker or just feeling like a change of scene. 



Children’s Church 
At the moment we are running a summer club rather than the Children‟s Church. It‟s been 
nice to have time with the children in a more relaxed setting. 
Debbie went to the Puppet training so the puppets have visited the children a couple of 
times during the summer. We hope to get some of the older children involved in using the 
puppets to tell some of the bible stories to the younger children.  
Before we finished for the summer we had a trip to Barshaw Park in June. It was a great 
family day out. The weather was fantastic. The children had fun on the new play areas 
then, after lunch, we had a shot on the bouncy castle and then the small train that runs in 
the park. We rounded it off with ice cream to cool us all down.  The day after the trip we 
had the prize giving.  

Summer Mission 
The 2018 Summer Mission has been a great success. A huge amount of work for those 
involved but worth every minute. This year we have to thank TESCO and LIDL for their 
donations of food and fruit which were used for the Fun Day and Messy Church. Their 
generosity reduced the cost of the food we had to buy so helped us to use our own 
funding for other things. 

Fun Day – We were blessed with dry weather for the fun day. 
There were approx. 170 children and 100 adults at the fun day. 
There were lots of activities for the children to take part in -  
bouncy castles, face painting, crafts, a treasure hunt and a wide 
range of sports bases. The BBQ and the tea / coffee were of 
course as popular as ever with 340 rolls used at the BBQ. KA 
leisure brought the Activator Bus and the Tad pull, a mobile play 
area for under 5‟s, and TESCO had a base with fruit kebabs and 

bags of fruit to take home.  
Kids Club 
The programme we followed this year was Champions 
Challenge which was a sports based programme. The 
four key words were Trainer, Team mate, Substitute and Winner 
all words that the children understand in a sporting context and we 
tried to show them how these words also mean something to us 
and our relationship with God. 

Monday the key word was Trainer. Children knew that a Trainer 
tells the players what they need to do during the game and players 
need to listen to the trainer and do what asks them to do. The 
children were shown the story of the wise man and the foolish man 

which showed them how important it is to listen to God and 
obey Him. If they do that their lives will be built on a solid 

foundation. 

 

Craft tent at the fun 
day 

Memory game time 

Lunch was yummy 



 
 
Tuesday the key word was Team Mate. A football team 
needs all the players to be working together to win the game. 
Everyone in the team has a job to do. The children were told 
the story of Jesus sending out the disciples to teach the 
Good news and heal the sick and we also watched the story 
of feeding the 5,000. We explained that Jesus had a team 
around him, the 12 disciples, and Jesus had a job for them to do. The main 
message for Tuesday was that Jesus needs lots of people on His team. We can be on 
that team today and Jesus has a job for all of us. 
Wednesday the key word was Substitute. The children all knew that a substitute was 
sometimes used to replace one of the players. On Wednesday children were introduced 
to the story of the cross and crucifixion where Jesus was the substitute, taking our place 
in the cross. 

Thursday the key word was Winner.  On Thursday we 
celebrated the fact that God was a winner. The children 
watched a DVD of the resurrection and learned that God 
defeated death, Jesus rose again and is alive today and is with 
us every day of our lives. 
That all sounds quite serious but for the children the day is 
packed full of lots of fun activities and the message comes 
through the games, songs, craft and stories the children take 
part in. It‟s non-stop from 11.00 until the children leave at 1.30.  

The children were great and a pleasure to work with. 56 children took part in the Kids 
Club. From Ardeer we had 10 children every day and 4 teenagers and 7 adults helping in 
various ways. They were a credit to themselves and the church. 
Youth Nights 
28 young people attended the two youth Nights. The programme 
for the Youth Nights was decided by our Youth Team which is a 
group of 16 – 20 year olds from the three churches. They met 
several times before the week of the Summer Mission, planned 
what should be in the programme and ran the events during the 
two evenings. 
On the first night, after some great sports bases Brian spoke 
about „Running the Race‟ in the Christian life. On the 2

nd
 night 

after a series of team challenges, and Pizza !!, Brian played 
his guitar and we all sang some modern Christian music, chosen by 
the teenagers who planned the Youth Nights. 
Based on the success of the Youth Nights over the past couple of years the three 
church‟s hope to run some sort of Youth Club for teenagers. The first step is to meet the 
young people themselves to find out what they would like in the programme and when we 
could run the Club. This will take place in August. More information in the next edition of 
Network. 
Messy Church 
Messy Church took place on Saturday 29

th
 July in Livingstone Church. It clashed with 

both the Ardeer Gala and also some dreadful weather. Despite that we had a good 
turnout with 60 people enjoying a lovely lunch. There was a great buzz around the hall. 
The theme was creation and there was a wide range of crafts, followed by a time in the 
church and then a great lunch.  

 

Scratch art 

cross 

Making a musical 
instrument 



Prayer Walk 
The Summer Mission week finished with a prayer walk, starting at St Johns, moving down 
to the cross then Livingstone Church and finishing in Ardeer for afternoon tea. 
As the song about the Wise Man building his house upon the rocks says - „The rain came 
tumbling down !‟   Despite the rain at the beginning of the walk we had a good turnout 
with 41 people walking and another 9 meeting us at Ardeer to enjoy fellowship and some 
great home baking. 
The Summer Mission wouldn‟t happen without a huge amount of planning and hard work 

before and during the week. We would like to thank everyone who was involved in any 

way in making the week a success and we hope and pray that the seeds that have been 

sown this week will grow to fruition in the years to come.  

ReReRe---Formation ConferenceFormation ConferenceFormation Conference: Bringing Life, Hope and Healing to our communities. 
This is an exciting new initiative in which we invite our brothers and sisters in Christ to 
consider God‟s Word to us in the run up to Reformation Sunday.  We have 3 
accomplished speakers to consider discipleship, mission and leadership/ministry 
issues.  Each day will have a different theme and we close the conference on 
Reformation Sunday with shared worship and then lunch and closing worship with our 
friends from the High Kirk. 
Thursday 25

th
 October: Ardeer Church 

2pm and 7.30pm Rev. Alistair Purss – Discipleship 
Friday 26

th
 October: Livingstone Church 

2pm and 7.30pm Rev. Kenny Borthwick – Leadership & Ministry 
Saturday 27

th
 October: Ardeer Church 

10.30am and 7.30am Rev. Dr. Rob Barlow – Mission 
Sunday 28

th
 October:  

10.30am shared worship at Ardeer Church 
12.30pm Lunch at High Kirk Halls with Closing worship 

Entry will be free but there will be an offering uplifting at the meetings to offset the 
costs of running the Conference.  Tickets will be available through Eventbrite website. 
We will need to some volunteers to provide the usual refreshments: tea, coffee, 

biscuits etc. 

 



 

 

2
nd

 September: The Sacrament of the Lord‟s Table 
 10am Livingstone Church 
 11.30am Ardeer Church 
 7.30pm Evening Worship including the Ministry of Healing Livingstone Church 
 
9

th
 September:  

10am Livingstone Church 
11.30am Ardeer Church The Sacrament of Baptism  

 
16

th
 September:  Worship led by Mr Douglas Creighton at both churches 

 
19

th
 September:  Songs of Praise at Thistle Day Care Centre 2pm 

 
23

rd
 September:  Harvest Thanksgiving services 10am and 11.30am 

 
30

th
 September:  Shared worship at 10.30am at Livingstone Church 

 
 
7

th
 October: Worship:10am & 11.30am at Livingstone Church & Ardeer Church respectively 

 
14

th
 October:Worship:10am & 11.30am at Livingstone Church & Ardeer Church respectively 

 
21

st
October: Worship:10am & 11.30am at Livingstone Church & Ardeer Church respectively 

 
Re-Formation Conference 
Thursday 25

th
 October: 2pm and 7.30pm Rev, Alistair Purss – Discipleship 

Friday 26
th
 October: 2pm and 7.30pm Rev. Kenny Borthwick – Leadership & Ministry 

Saturday 27
th
 October: 10.30am and 7.30am  Rev Dr. Rob Barlow – Mission 

Sunday 28
th
 October:  

10.30am shared worship at Ardeer Church 
12.30pm Lunch at High Kirk Halls with Closing worship 

 
4

th
 November:  

10am Livingstone Church 
11.30am Ardeer Church 
3pm Bonnie Leslie Court 

 
11

th
 November: 100

th
 Anniversary of Armistice 

 10.45am: Shared worship at Livingstone Church 
 1.30pm:  Worship at the War Memorial 
 
18

th
 November:  Guild Dedication Services 

 10am Livingstone Church 
11.30am Ardeer Church 

 
25

th
 November:  

 10am Livingstone Church 
11.30am Ardeer Church 

Dates for your diary 



 

Volunteers required: Heritage Centre and Homework Club. 
 
The outline plan for the Heritage Centre is to be open on a regular basis  
beginning with the Doors Open weekend on Saturday 8

th
 and Sunday 9

th
  

September.  It really needs to have a minimum of 3 volunteers each time its 
open: someone to be with visitors in the transept, someone to welcome  
people at the front door and direct them to the transept and someone to 
keep eye on the halls and toilets.  It would be good to offer visitors tea and 
coffee as well. 
 
The Centre would be open on Wednesdays from 10-4 which will include the 
times of the Walk Together, the Get Together lunch and the Homework Club 
when that starts at the end of September. 
 
The Homework Club is to welcome in children from Ardeer Primary School 
to have a safe place for them where they can do homework, practice  
musical instruments and play together.  The school are looking to be able to 
train adults, including parents of the children, in how to help the children do 
the homework and there will be an occasional staff presence. 
We need volunteers to put on the refreshments juice and biscuits for the 
children, tea and coffee for the adults, to open and to tidy up afterwards.  
This is pilot project to run for this next full academic year and then we can 
look again. 
If you can help, please get in touch with Kay Tudor or me and we can talk 

you through.  The more people who give up some time means the less 

fewer people have to do. 

Do you remember a radio programme, “Letter from America with Alistair Cooke”, I do!   
 
Seriously, my communication has been far more up to date, but corresponding with 
America I have been, and it is all thanks to our Network magazine being launched on the 
internet thanks to Ross Glover. 
 
I received an e-mail in July from a lady who is trying to contact relatives in Stevenston, 
and I can now report that I have been able to put her in touch with what we believe to be 
a long lost family member. 
 
Barbara Doble is her name, she will be visiting Scotland with her mother who will be  
celebrating her 80th birthday and they intend to worship with us in the middle of  
September.  Unfortunately, Roy and I will miss this as we will be on holiday but I am sure 
everyone will give them a very warm Ardeer welcome. 
 
This is the second  time the Kelso‟s have been involved in correspondence with people 
through the internet regarding Ardeer.  Roy and Adam ran an Ardeer website in the 
1990‟s and the nephew of the late Rev. Samuel White made contact.  Roy and he  



Next Edition 
I am only the editor of this magazine and can only publish articles given to me.  I 
therefore require the co-operation of the whole congregation to contribute and  
improve your magazine. 
Articles to be included in the December 2018 edition need to be in my possession by  
Sunday 4 November 2018.   My telephone number is 01294 468264 or 07554865399  
e-mail address is margaretkelso@googlemail.com 

Charity number SC 015397 

corresponded for a while which was very interesting and exciting.  
 
I suppose I better explain why I particularly liked “Letter from America”, well I didn‟t but it 
was broadcast when I was supposed to go to bed and that meant when I got up I had to 
go to school.  I hated school so listening to the programme meant, in my eyes, going to 
school was postponed.   
 
Funnily enough “Letter from America” means something completely different to Roy, he 
remembers the Proclaimers  song which was a hit in 1987. 
 
Watch this space, you never know where in the world we will be “read” next! 
 
Margaret Kelso Editor 

We celebrate the 
Sacrament of  Holy Communion 

at 11.30am on Sunday 2nd  
September 2018.  Please join 

us in fellowship and  
worship. 

Stevenston:  

Ardeer Parish Church 

mailto:margaretkelso@googlemail.com

