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                                  Letter from the Editor  

 

                                                   

Welcome to the March edition of the magazine. As you are well 

aware we had to put up with some very difficult weather during 

January. Several of our friends described their days as almost like 

hibernating. However on the last Saturday of the month the wind 

finally dropped and the sun appeared. Off we went complete with 

camera for a drive up the coast to enjoy Arran covered in snow and to 

take some photographs whenever we stopped.  Unfortunately each 

time we stopped the car to get out, the wind seemed to get up and the 

sun disappeared. 

 By now we had passed Largs, travelled through Greenock and Port 

Glasgow, reached Kilmacolm and were heading to Lochwinnoch, 

where I hoped the café at Castle Semple loch would be open at this 

time of the year. Suddenly with no warning there appeared across the 

road a “Road closed” sign, and a “Follow diversion” beside it. With 

no Sat Nav. to guide us we set off to follow the signs. We were now 

on a country road, which was untreated and which we had definitely 

not driven along before. It took us ages to get to Bridge of Weir and 

eventually we did get to the loch via Johnstone and Howwood.  

Was it worth all the hassle? The sun was out, and the loch side 

seemed to be protected from the wind. There were quite a number of 

families walking about and some were even feeding the birds. We got 

some really good shots of the loch with the snow on the hills and the 

late afternoon sun making long shadows, and the café was open, only 

just, as it closes at 4o’clock in the winter. It was worth it.  My thanks 

go to all contributors and also to those who have helped in any way 

with the production.                     

                        Interim Moderator’s Letter 

 

                                          

Dear Friends, 

As I write this letter at the beginning of February, the days are 

lengthening and I look out the window to see the snow capped hills of 

Arran and Bute. Yet in the garden, the snowdrops are gently waving 

in the breeze and the daffodils, crocuses and tulips will soon brighten 

a colourless landscape.   Emerging from the dark days of winter 

brings a greater feeling of optimism and well being. 

The cycle of seasons may mirror to an extent the progress of life.   

From January till December life follows a well established pattern 

interspersed by occasional personal high lights such as birthdays or 

anniversaries. 

Our church life follows a similar pattern and now that the 

congregations of Livingstone and Ardeer have elected a nominating 

committee to seek a minister for the linked charge, this can also give 

us a sense of optimism.   Their task may not be easy with so many 

vacancies across Scotland, but we hope and pray that it will be 

rewarding.   I would repeat that the meetings and discussions of the 

committee are strictly private and ask all members to respect this and 

not embarrass the committee members by asking them questions that 

they cannot answer. 

A period of vacancy is often considered as a fallow period for a 

congregation.   Sometimes fallow periods are opportunities to give 
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space and time to recollect and to project.   It is often said: If we don’t 

know where we have come from, we are unlikely to know where we 

are going. 

In past years in farming, every so often fields were left uncultivated to 

allow them to rest and for nature to regenerate the soil.   I would like 

to think that this has been a period of regeneration for Livingstone & 

Ardeer and a transition from the past into a new and exciting future. 

Who knows where the Spirit of God will lead us?   All we can really 

say is that we are being prepared for whatever the future may bring. 

With every blessing, 

Ken Welch 

Interim Moderator  

 

                                      The Guild 

                                                                  

The Guild began the new year with a lunch at the Corran Inn on 13
th

  

January.  

At our AGM in December it was decided to buy a new TV and DVD 

player and, thanks to Bobby Bendelow and the Fabric Committee, it 

was installed on the wall of the large hall and protected by a 

cupboard. We used it to view the DVD of the National Meeting of the 

Guild held in Dundee last September. The Guild members were 

delighted with their purchase.  

On 27
th

 January we enjoyed our annual tribute to Robert Burns and 

3
rd

 February was our Bring & Buy sale in aid of the Guild projects, 

which raised £160.  

 

At the moment of writing this report, we are looking forward to 7 

more varied meetings up to and including our Easter Service on 24
th

  

March. We have a lady from Crosshouse telling us the origin of 

Nursery Rhymes; Margaret Craik giving "the ramblings of a 

librarian"; a lady from Dundonald talking about Dundonald Castle; 

and Irene & Julie Glickman from "the oldest sweet shop in 

Glasgow".  

 

Our spring concert will take place on Tuesday 10
th

  March at 1.30pm 

when we will be entertained by Pik 'n Mix from Beith. Tickets are 

available price £4.00 which includes afternoon tea.  

 

Our topic for the year is "Let's talk about...How to Share" and we will 

discuss this on 24
th

 February. By coincidence, I received a letter from 

the Scottish Huntington's Association, asking its supporters to 

"SHAre tea for HD" in the month of February. So we are going to 

have a special tea at our topic afternoon on 24
th

 February.  Also in the 

letter there was an invitation for supporters to attend a concert of 

"Music from the Movies" in Blythswood Hall, Bath Street, Glasgow 

on Friday 13
th

 March, 7.30-10.00pm. The Guild is running a bus to 

this event for such a worthwhile cause. 

 

Our annual Daffodil Tea will be held in the hall after the Holy Week 

service on 31
st
 March.  

The Guild is taking the Easter Service for the Guild at South Beach 

House on Wednesday 1
st
 April at 2.00pm. 

Dorothy Penno                                                                                                                      
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                               Prayer Thoughts 

                                            

Continuing our conversation with God through ‘The Lord’s Prayer’, 

we arrive at  

But deliver us from evil. 

Perhaps these are the words that are prayed most fervently, especially 

when we find ourselves in difficult circumstances.  It is then that 

people are most likely to suddenly remember God and look to him as 

the last resort.  I suppose it’s perfectly understandable.  If all else has 

failed, it’s time to call on God.  Of course that’s never what God 

wants.  Instead we should be aware of God at all times regardless of 

our situation.  What we all need to remember is that God is always 

present.  I have a memory of a chorus from Sunday School days 

whose words went something like; 

God is always near me, in the darkest night. 

He can see me just the same as in broad daylight. 

So while, yes, we do want God to deliver us from evil, He is there by 

our side in every experiences of life.  With God we need never face 

anything alone. 

 

Themes 

Approach:  Quietly repeat the Lord’s Prayer and feel His presence 

around you. 

Confession:  Reflect on your life’s journey.  Think on those times 

you have felt the need of God’s power to deliver you from bad 

circumstances and come to the realisation that he was already there 

sharing your experience. 

Thanksgiving: 

 Ministry – continue to give thanks for David Hebenton’s work 

with us.  Give thanks that the process of seeking a new 

minister has now begun. 

 Communication – give thanks for Sandra’s work in producing 

the order of service and those who fill in on the few occasions 

Sandra is not available.  Give thanks for Catherine and her 

helpers who produce this magazine to keep everyone on the 

roll informed.  Give thanks for Ross’ work on the website. 

 The Bell ringers – for a while our bells were silent, give 

thanks for their return to call us to worship. 

Intercession: 

 Nominating Committee – pray for the group from Livingstone 

and Ardeer as they set out on the task of finding a new 

minister. 

 Our Schools – pray that the will be truly places of learning and 

open to you and those who serve you.  Also pray for those 

preparing for important exams. 

 Illness – pray for those known to you who are ill or in need 

that they will feel God’s comfort. 

Andrew Tomlinson 
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                                     Session News 

 We have received a letter from N.A.C. Social Work 

department thanking the congregation for the money given for 

food parcels and for the Christmas gifts. Once again they 

emphasised how valuable our contributions are to their work 

with disadvantaged families at the Christmas period. 

 A group of seven elders attended a day of training organised 

by Ardrossan Presbytery on Data Protection. This is a topic 

that the Session are going to be discussing more fully this year 

and members will hear more about this as procedures are more 

fully implemented in the coming months. 

 A small group from Ardrossan Presbytery held a joint meeting 

with our Session and the Session from Ardeer, to discuss the 

process for calling a minister. A joint nominating committee 

has been appointed by the congregations and procedures are 

now well under way. 

Sandy Hershaw,   Session Clerk 

 

Sleeping Beauty 2014   

                                           

A huge thank you to everyone for making the 2014 pantomime a 

tremendous success.  After introducing allocated seating last year, this 

time we decided to redesign the tickets, offer online ticketing and add 

an extra performance to accommodate ASFaCT. It was exhausting but 

extremely rewarding for all the cast. 

Everyone had great fun rehearsing and performing the pantomime 

but you - the audience - are as much a part of the cast as the players 

themselves. Your attendance each year is invaluable; hopefully to 

enjoy a great night's entertainment and of course enabling us all to 

raise money for Christian Aid.  

 We have already sent away £1700 this year! Thank you all for 

playing your part and supporting us.  Remember to check our website 

- livingstoneplayers.org.uk - for details of our upcoming production. 

See you again in a few months for our 2015 pantomime!   

Livingstone Players     

                                 

                                     Church Website 

 

After a lot of planning and preparation it is with great pleasure that I 

am able to announce the launch of our new Church website. Go to 

www.livingstonechurch.org.uk and you will find a comprehensive 

history of our church, a varied selection of photographs taken both 

http://www.livingstonechurch.org.uk/
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inside and outside plus details of all the organisations who meet in the 

halls on a regular basis. 

Also, you will have a chance to listen to the sermon again from 

Sunday worship, download a copy of The Livingstones Herald and 

even take a video tour of the church and halls in less than 90 seconds! 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the website and to those 

who will do in the future. Remember to take a look – 

www.livingstonechurch.org.uk 

Ross Glover 

 

                                         JAM Club 

                                                

On the last Sunday in January the JAM club joined the congregation 

for their monthly visit into church. Luisa talked about their ongoing 

topic, ‘New Year, New You’ and the children sang two choruses, 

‘Wide, wide as the ocean,’ and ‘Joy is the flag flown high.’  

 That particular Sunday fell on the 25
th

 January, which of course was 

the anniversary of Robert Burns’ birth. When the JAM club returned 

to the large hall Luisa had prepared a treat for them. There were 

cheese and ham sandwiches, oatcakes with cheese, shortbread, 

Tunnock’s caramel wafers and tea cakes. 

Luisa recited ‘The Selkirk Grace,’ 

“Some hae meat and canna eat, 

And some wad eat that want it; 

But we hae meat, and we can eat, 

And sae the Lord be thanket. 

The children loved having a go at saying it. To finish there were some 

bacon crisps and some cheese balls. Here are some of the children’s 

comments about this experience. 

“I liked the Burns’ theme. It shows the JAM club can be adapted for 

special occasions.” (Alexander.) 

“I enjoyed the caramel wafers- they are Scottish and nice.” (Duncan.) 

“I loved the tasty tea cakes.” (Emma.) 

“I liked the cheese balls. They are my favourite.” (Ewan.) 

“The bacon crisps were good. I like them because I love bacon.” 

(Carrie.) 

“I liked the shortbread because I do.” (Natalie.) 

“My favourite was the Tunnock’s caramel wafer.” (Frazer.) 

Luisa rounded it off by saying, “They all worked so hard to learn their 

words and they sang so beautifully that they deserved it.” 

                                             

 

http://www.livingstonechurch.org.uk/
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                                                  Finance         

                                            

As the annual report will be due a couple of weeks after you receive 

this magazine I thought instead of the usual comments I would tell 

you a bit of how your money is spent. 

Each year we send £26000 plus to Edinburgh as our Ministry and 

Mission contribution.  This is just over half our income for the year 

from all sources and is about what comes in the weekly offerings. 

For every £10 put in the plate: 

About £4.20 is spent locally maintaining the Church and supporting 

church and community groups. 

About £5 pays for our Minister, including pensions and housing loans 

etc. 

The remaining 80p supports congregations with services such as 

Safeguarding, Law Department ,Stewardship and Finance. 

Among others this money helps Social Care (CrossReach), Mission 

Discipleship, World Mission , General Assembly and Moderator 

expenses. 

Some general facts: 

In 2015 the top Stipend for a Minister is £41048 so with our friends in 

Ardeer we are contributing enough to meet this. 

 In 2015 Church of Scotland will spend £110M. 

Congregations will contribute £47M towards this. 

Your contribution is absolutely vital to the ongoing work of our 

Church locally, nationally and globally. Perhaps you can consider 

when last you reviewed your offering.  

The average offering is changed only once every seven years. 

F.Kerr (Treasurer) 

 

                            Fabric Committee Report 

 

                                       

The church and hall buildings are standing up well to the winter 

storms and we hope this continues to be the case until the weather 

improves. If anyone notices any damage at all please inform the 

committee right away-‘a stitch in time saves nine.’  

We have recently made and installed a cabinet for the Guild. We hope 

they will get many years of use from it for their meetings. 

The next big job is to improve the lighting and stage equipment in the 

large hall for the Livingstone Players. Don’t they always do a good 

job? 

Finally to comply with the Church of Scotland Safety and Health 

Guidelines a C.O.S.H. cabinet for detergents etc. has been purchased. 
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A notice has also been put up on the board next to the kitchen to help 

with any problems should they occur. 

 

                             Local Churches 

One of our members suggested it would be good to know a bit about  

other churches in the Presbytery. With this in mind and because we 

are linked with Ardeer I contacted Margaret Kelso, editor of Ardeer’s 

church magazine and asked her if she could give us some information 

on Ardeer Church. Parts of the Centenary booklet which was written 

by David Roger, were selected to give us this interesting history of 

the Church. 

                                  Ardeer Church 

                                        

By late 1881 the Kilmarnock and Ayr Presbytery of the United 

Presbyterian Church decided to begin mission work at Ardeer.  Three 

factors swayed the decision.  Firstly, they noted that only 500 of the 

town’s population of some 5000 went to the two protestant churches 

in the town.  Secondly, with its method of finance the UP Church was 

most at home in the towns and cities; Stevenston was no longer 

chiefly a rural place.  Thirdly, their evangelical meeting here had been 

a success and David Donaldson’s little Sunday school promised some 

results.  The Sunday school was in effect the kernel which grew to be 

the congregation. 

This first building completed in 1883 is the current large hall; the first 

anniversary celebrated was on 3
rd

 April 1908.  On that occasion the 

Moderator of the General Assembly of the United Free Church of 

Scotland, the jovial Rev. C.G. McCrie, DD is quoted to have said of 

the congregation “Ardeer Church, whatever else it might be, is not a 

sleeping church or a dead church, but a vivid and vital, a living, the 

lively one .... I give you a Moderator’s benediction, I bid you God 

speed.” 

Ardeer was blessed with two hard-working, first rate UP missionaries 

but the first minister the Rev. A Morris Moodie was inducted on 18
th

 

June 1892.  He remained the minister until 1935.  At his induction 

one speaker declared, “The United Presbyterian Church of Stevenston 

and Ardeer is the Benjamin, the youngest born, the best beloved, the 

most fondly cherished child of the Kilmarnock and Ayr Presbytery”. 

The present church building was designed by Hippolyte Blanc (1844-

1917.) He was born to French parents living in Edinburgh.   The 

church was designed in the Gothic style of the 15
th

 century – a style 

one can see chiefly in the window design and the main gable front 

towards the roadway.  Red sandstone was brought in from 

Ballochmyle Quarry.  Interestingly, a little spire which had intended 

to surmount the tower never materialised.  A hint from Mr. Moodie 

exists that this would have been too decorative for Presbyterian tastes.   

More mundanely, grants of money from various sources were 

received – from the Ferguson Bequest Fund, the UP Church Building 

Fund and Mr James Campbell of the Bank of Scotland arranged a 

£2,000 overdraft.  All of this came about after a small congregational 

meeting on the 9
th

 September 1892, boldly decided in favour of 

building a church; the Memorial Stone of the church was laid to great 

ceremony on 12
th

 May 1894.   
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The official opening was on Friday 14
th

 June 1895, the dedicatory 

service being conducted by the Rev. Alexander Robertson.  The first 

service was preached by Rev. James Wardrop on 16
th

 June and was 

from Psalm 31: 19 “O how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid 

up for them that hear thee”.  Mr Moodie’s first sermon in the new 

church was preached to the children significantly enough on the 

afternoon of Sunday 16
th

 June. He said that in a special sense the 

church belonged to the children. 

Various stained glass windows have been added during the years.  

The middle one behind the pulpit was put up as a memorial to the 

First World War dead of the congregation. The two on either side are 

in commemoration of the Second World War dead.  The windows in 

the transept commemorate the jubilee of 1895 - 1945.  The right hand 

window looking forward is in memory of Rev. Morris Moodie and the 

one on the left is in memory of the second long serving minister Rev. 

Samuel White. 

Today the building remains essentially intact; as only essential 

running repairs have been carried out. 

 

                                     Golden Wedding  

                                        

Congratulations and Best Wishes to Joan and Frank Smith on the 

occasion of their Golden Wedding on Friday 6
th

 February. Joan and 

Frank were married in Ardeer Church by Rev. Galbraith (Interim 

Moderator) on February 6
th

 1965. This was followed by a reception in 

the Kilmenny Hotel in Ardrossan. 

 

                   

             Bible Quiz (Mothers in the Bible) 

March is the month in which we celebrate Mothers’ Day. How many 

mothers in the Bible do you know from the following clues?                                

1.   This mother was the first mother.     

            a) Sarah   b) Eve   c) Rachel.                                                               

 

2.   This mother was the mother of Samuel. 

           a) Sarah   b) Elizabeth   c) Hannah. 

3.    This mother- in- law helped Ruth to meet Boaz. 

           a) Naomi    b) Rebekah   c)Bathsheba. 

4.    This mother was very old when she had Isaac. 

           a) Sarah   b) Rachel   c) Elizabeth. 

5.    This mother saved her son’s life by putting him in a basket and 

hiding it in a river.                                 

          a) Miriam   b) Jochebed    c) Naomi. 

6.     This mother helped her son trick his father into giving him a 

blessing. 
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          a) Sarah   b) Rebekah   c) Rachel. 

7.     This mother was the mother of Solomon. 

          a) Hannah   b) Sarah    c) Bathsheba. 

8.     The mother of Joseph. (Old Testament) 

           a) Sarah    b) Rachel    c) Rebekah. 

9. This mother was the mother of John the Baptist. 

           a) Martha   b) Elizabeth   c) Mary. 

10.  This mother was the mother of Jesus. 

              a) Martha   b) Elizabeth   c) Mary. 

Answers at end of magazine 

 

                         ASFaCT Newsletter 

           
 

On the first Sunday in February the congregation were given a 

newsletter from AsFaCT(Ardeer Stevenston Faith and Community 

together) inside the weekly Order of Service. This was a means of 

reacquainting us with the project and giving us an update on events 

and activities carried out over the past twelve months. For those of 

you who were not in church on that particular Sunday here is some of 

the information from the newsletter. 

 ASFaCT is a local charity supporting individuals and families 

across the Stevenston area. 
 ASFaCT was originally formed by representatives of Ardeer 

Parish Church, Livingstone Parish Church, St John’s Roman 

Catholic Church and the United Free Church and now 

supported by Townhead Christian Fellowship and the local 

community 
 ASFaCT is based in Ardeer area. 
 ASFaCT offers many activities such as Seashells Play and 

Stay, Monday Club(50+) and befriending services. 
 Services are free of charge. 
 ASFaCT operates a foodbank hub. 

There was a plea that if anyone has any free time to spare there were 

opportunities for volunteering. The letter finished by thanking those 

who have supported ASFaCT over the past year. 

For further information contact ASFaCT, 12 Caledonian Rd, 

Stevenston. KA20 3LW.  Tel: 01294 607004 

Mobile: 07713430354 

 

 

                            Lemon sponge loaf 
 

                                         

I tasted this loaf recently at my friend’s. It was so good I asked her for 

the recipe and I was surprised at how simple it is to make. 
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Ingredients 

4oz butter(softened)           6oz self raising flour. 

6oz caster sugar.           4 tablespoons milk. 

2 eggs.                   1 finely grated lemon rind.    

 1 teaspoon baking powder. 

Method 

Put all ingredients into large bowl. Beat well with an electric beater. 

Divide into 2 one pound loaf tins. Cook for 30min. at 180°C – 350°F 

Topping 

Juice of the lemon         4oz granulated sugar 

Put into pan. Stir until sugar dissolves. Simmer for few minutes. Pour 

over cake while cake is still warm.         Go on have a go! 

 

                                         

   A minister was talking to one of his parishioners. He said, “When 

you get to my age you spend a lot of time thinking about the 

hereafter.” “Why do you say that?” asked the parishioner. The 

minister replied, “Well I often find myself going into a room and 

thinking, what did I come in here after.”  

                                          Church Diary 

                                                           

    Regular worship                     Each Sunday at 11.30am  

        Wednesday morning service  in the church hall at  10.30am   

Sunday 1
st
 March:                            Communion Sunday  

Services in Livingstone at 11.30am.     Ardeer    at 10.00am   

Annual Stated Meeting of Congregation   Sunday 15
th

 March 

(after morning service.) 

                                Holy Week Services  

Monday 30
th

 March     Combined service in Ardeer at 6.30pm. 

Tuesday 31
st
 March       Service in Livingstone at 6.30pm 

Wednesday 1
st
 April       Combined service in Livingstone at 6.30pm. 

Thursday 2
nd

 April          Communion Service in High Kirk at 7.00pm. 

Friday 3
rd

 April                Combined service in Livingstone at 6.30.pm 

Please see weekly Order of Service for other events. 

 

                                       Answers to Bible Quiz 

1.b) Eve 2. c) Hannah 3. a) Naomi 4. a) Sarah 5.b) Jochebed 

6.b)Rebekah 7. c) Bathsheba  8. b) Rachel 9. b) Elizabeth 10.c) Mary 


